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N mne form or another, the dream

of o United States of Furope has

existed in the minds of statesmen
and pocts for o long, long time, In the
fourteenth century, bath Pierre Dubais,
in “De Recuperatione ‘Uerrac Sanctac,”
and Dante Alighieri, in “De Monar-
chia,” put forth proposals for the peace-
ful unification of Furope, and every few
vears thereafter for a coupl. of centuries
someone or other came up with 2 similar
plan. As it happened, all these schemes
were torpedocd by the Reformation,
which divided Europe into two warring
caunps, yet even while the Catholics and
the Protestants were fighting it out in
the Thirty Years War, the vision was
revived—by the Duc de Sully, the
friend of King Henri IV of France—
and not long afterward it was taken
up by the Quakers in England. Tn
1692, William Penn wrote his “Essay
Towards the Present and Future Peace
of Furope,” and in 1710 a less well-
known Quakernamed John Bellers pub-
lished “Some Reasons for an Iuropean
State.” Many great men of the eight-
centh century considered themselves
primarily Furopeans and only sccond-
arily  Frenchmen ar Lnglishmen  or
Germans; Montesquicu, for example,
called Euarope “a state consisting of sev-
eral provinees,” Not much later, George
Washington predicted that one day a
United  States of Europe would be
founded. Napolcon, who had tried in
lns fashion to unjte Europe, wrote to-
ward the end of his life that Europe
must be united “through an indissoluble
federative union.”

After 1848-—the year of revolu-
tion and counter-revolution throughout
[Lurope—the notion of unification was
forgotten by almost everyone except
a few literary men and philesophers,
among  thern Lamartine, Béranger,
Hugo, and Nictzsche. fnstead, the big
powers formed limited alliances, most-
Iy for mulitary purposes, which, far
from bringing Furope together, tore 1t
apart m the First World War, Then,
in the mid-twentics, Count Richard
Ccmdcnh()vc—Kﬂ]ergi, a half-Austrian,
half-Japanese writer and teacher, mo-
mentarily clectrified Furope with his
projected - Pancuropa, a scheme for a
loosely knit European federation, The
first Paneuropa Congress, held in
Viennain 1926, was attended by almost
all the great European statcsmen of
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pen name, Snint—_]nhu
Purse, was awarded the
Nobkel Prize for liter-
ature, wrote the fArst
Paneuropa  program Y,
but hefore things could
get beyond the talking
stage, Hitler arrived on
the scene. Like Napo-
leon, he wanted his own
kind of united Europe,
and, for a while, he
got it. After the Second
World War, the Euro-
peans, partly as a result
of prodding by  the
United States, agam be-
gan promoting foderal
schemes—the Coal and
Steel Community, the
Inner Six, the Outer
Seven, and so on, In
the ceyes of one Kgro-
pean,  howuver, these
projects are far too
Fragmcnt;u‘y and timd.
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and  have returned
home with new ideas
about practically every-
thing under the sun.
The participants have
included Nohel Prize
winners and  Cabinet
ministers, and it is not
too much to say that
Alpbach has livened up
European  intellectual
life—or, as  Molden
puts it, “Alphach has
helped create the edu-
cated, Europe-mind-
cd, tolerant  homndte
homme of the twentieth
century—the  sort  of
man who is equipped to
take part in the build-
ing of a rejuvenated
Europe.”
Rejuvenation woas
Molden’s big idea dur-
ng the first years of
Alpbach. Then he fell
under the spell of a big-
ger idea, one that had
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forty-three, with penetrating cyes, a
suitably hypnotic manner, a powerful
stride, and a deep voice, is a full-time
political propher who does semething
about his prophecics. His carcer started
when he was g boy, but his first big
suceess did not come until the chaotic
summer days of 1945, when Austria,
under the four-power accupation, was
suffering from poverty and hunger,
Parents were looking for their children,
and lost children were looking for a
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and clothes, hut Molden deejded they
needed ideds od mtellectual stimulation
as well, so heowent to e secluded Ty
rolian village of Alphach and founded
something he culled the Fuaropean Io-
rum, as “a practical contribution toward
a rejuvenation of the intellectua] life
of Europe.” The forum—az program
of lectures, seminars, and round-table
discussions on European science, cul-
ture, and politics—has since been held
in Alpbach for three wecks every sum-
mer. Its first mecting, which started
onn August 25, 1945, was attended by
about eighty people—scholars, writers,
statesmen, industrialists. Since that time,
thirteen thousand people, from thirty-
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preocetipied him off and
- on since chitdhood-~the unification of
Furope, and not just of Western El!—
rope, though it was only there that a
start could be made, The ward “reju-
venation” has not been dropped from
Molden’s vocabulary, though; on the
contrary, it is on his lips a good deal
of the time and has come for him to
be something of 2 synonym for “unifica-
tion.” At any rate, since carly 1958,
cutting down on his duties at Alpbach,
he has devoted most of his tme to the
goal of unification, travelling all over
the free part of the Continent and
making more or less the same speech—-
to large groups, to small oncs, or simply
to a handful of people.

“Tine s running out fase,” he said
recently in one such speech. “Our only
hope of preserving European frecdom
and civilization s to unite Eurepe, from
the North Cape to Crete, from Bucha-
rest to Lisbon. We must ereate 2 Furo-
pean federal superstate, with a com-
mon President, a common government,
a common army, a common currency,
and a common foretgn policy. That js,
member states will sacrifice control of
everything except their own social and
cultural life. Our greatest difficulty wil]
be to convince the free peoples of Eu-
rone that thee must give up their na-
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